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Energy Democracy- Developing Local Energy Markets

Case study:





Established in 
2013

Oct 2023: Total 28 
solar PV sites  -- 
1580 kW installed 
capacity

Approx  £1 million 
local community 
investment @ 
5.5% pa interest

 Total cost saving 
to sites to date 
approx £500,000



Energy Local Bridport launch January 2020



Two street stalls and a public 
meeting in Bridport Town Hall 
in January 2020 resulted in 70 
expressions of interest – only 50 
households were needed to 
match the shared generation 
from the 50 kW wind turbine.



Existing 50 kW wind turbine 
owned by a local farmer has 
been supplying 50 
households in Bridport with 
lower cost renewable 
electricity since September 
2021.
There are an additional 90 
households on a waiting list.



Energy Local 
Bridport Club 
eligible area – 

Bridport 
electricity 
substation 
area



2021



(including 5% VAT)





Annual 
electricity 
consumption of 
an Energy Local 
Bridport member 
with 3kW of 
solar PV on their 
roof and an 
electric car 
driven 6,000 
miles per year 



Consumer online dashboard





Meridian ITV news feature Sept 2022
Peter Bailey interviewed by Holly Green



Some good news that Octopus Energy is 
willing to continue supporting Energy 
Local Bridport and other operational 
Energy Local Clubs for the next financial 
year April 2024- March 2025

However it is uncertain at the moment if 
Octopus will support any new Energy 
Local clubs or allow new members to 
join the existing clubs 



Challenges- Dorset Community Energy’s plans to add 250kW of ground mounted solar PV



Sunken rural road 
along the eastern 
side of the site

Landscape looking 
northwards is Dorset 
Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 

Affordable low 
voltage  grid 
connection point in 
the same field as the 
solar array



Planning permission for 
250kW of solar panels 
was granted at a Dorset 
Council Planning 
Committee meeting in 
February this year with a 
7-2 majority in favour  



Assumptions
75% of solar generation supplied locally
Local supply price 13p/ kWh
Householder standard grid price 25p/kWh
PPA export price for 25% of generation 8p/kWh



My contact details:

Pete West
Secretary, Energy Local Bridport Co-operative

petewest.home@gmail.com    07532 339582

ANY QUESTIONS?

mailto:petewest.home@gmail.com
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